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Vital Ecology (SAVE) to protect the
cenotes and groundwater resources
along the Caribbean coast of Quin-
tana Roo, the area called the Riviera
Maya. (See also article in this issue.)
Deliberate sewage discharge and
garbage dumps threaten the water.
The organization has a web site at
www.saverivieramaya.org. Source:
Nancy DeRosa in Underwater Spele-
ology, December 2001.

Sistema Aerolito de Paraíso on
Isla de Cozumel is reported to have
over 18 kilometers of underwater
passage. A map of the cave appears
in Advanced Diver Magazine 11,
March 2002.

Laguna Bacalar is a long, narrow
fresh-water lagoon just inland from
Chetumal and just north of the bor-
der with Belize. A flight over the
lagoon showed four blue holes.
Proyecto Bacalar 2001 checked
these and found that all are old
sinkholes filled at the bottom. Pozo

Azul is 75 meters deep, Blue Hole
II is 33 meters deep, Blue Hole III
is 49 meters deep, and Myrna’s
Blue Hole is 53 meters deep. Other
caves explored include one 50
meters offshore in the Caribbean
Sea with 60 meters of passage, the
only thing found that had any flow,
and (yet another) Pozo Azul, right
on the river that separates Mexico
and Belize, near the village of La
Union, that turned out to be a sink-
hole 17 meters deep. Source: Andreas
Matthes in Underwater Speleology,
May 2001.

The island of Cozumel is sepa-
rated from the mainland of Quin-
tana Roo by a deep channel, so a
shallow-water connection has never
existed. The caves of Cozumel con-
tain species not found on the main-
land, including five species of
shrimp and a new genus of cope-
pod. Only one amphipod and one
cirolanid isopod are common to
caves on Cozumel and on the

mainland. A completely white star-
fish, Paxillasterina pompom, is found
in the caves of Cozumel. It is other-
wise known only from the Atlantic
coast of Panama. Source: Tom Illiffe
in Advanced Diver Magazine 11,
March 2002.

First discovered and explored in
March 1997 by German Gunnar
Wagner and Belgian Thiery Memi-
met, the Tuhs Xubaxa Aktun sys-
tem (or Tuhx Cubaka Aktun—the
hazards of Mayan names) presently
consists of 10.9 kilometers of pas-
sages connecting twenty cenotes. A
jaw with teeth and many other
mastodon bones were found in the
cave in February 2000. Source: Steve
Gerrard in Cave Diving News of the
Riviera Maya, March 2002.
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Cavers attempting to visit Resu-

midero El Borbollón and Cueva
del Tízar in November 2001 were
turned back by bad air. At Puerto
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