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On February 21 we hired sixteen
burros and guides from the small
village of San Simon, on the north-
ern edge of the Santo Domingo Can-
yon where a new road had just been
completed from Mazatán, and
transported equipment to establish
a six-week basecamp near the en-
trance to Mano. Since Mallinson
had stopped in 1997 only due to a
shortage of air in a tunnel measur-
ing 8 meters high by 5 meters wide
at a water depth of 30 meters, the
diving effort merited first priority.
If a team of divers got through the

sump and into dry chambers be-
yond, they could survey back to-
ward the known dry cave and look
for leads that bypassed the sump.
During our first several days, the
entire team transported diving gear,
including new carbon-epoxy tanks
containing helium-oxygen and sev-
eral compact rebreathers, to the
southernmost sump. Mallinson and
Stanton then began a series of six-
teen solo dives, on alternate days
except those required for gear re-
pair. They reached a maximum pen-
etration of 458 meters from dive

base before running out of leads.
Just beyond where Mallinson had
stopped in 1997, the tunnel began
branching into ever-lower bedding-
plane openings. Ultimately, all of
these were pushed to a point where
it was physically impossible to dive
any farther, even by crawling un-
derwater. On his last dive, Mallin-
son took a hammer with him. After
removing his rebreather and bail-
out tanks he bashed on the frac-
tured bedding-plane roof until he
was able to move forward a few
meters, pushing both bailout bottles
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