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shown another cave called Pam
Cueva. Pam means high in Chol. The
elevation on the road near this cave
is 1255 meters. Because we did not
get a chance to survey this cave, it
was added to my list of things to
do in the future.

In 2005, I mentioned Pam Cueva
to Neal and Chris, and a trip to the
cave was planned for the next day.
The drive to the cave from Tapiju-
lapa is a long one. We basically had

to climb 1200 meters in elevation
over poorly maintained, mountain-
ous, nearly four-by-four roads. Al-
though only 20 or 30 kilometers, the
drive takes three or four hours. As
is typical on such a drive, many lo-
cal people were encountered along
the road. At one spot several people
waved us down and asked for a ride
up the mountain. We loaded every-
one into the back of the truck. Neal
wanted to talk with the people and

tell them what we were up to. From
the front seat of the truck I halfway
listened in as Neal told our passen-
gers that we were cavers and inter-
ested in studying and mapping
caves. After about ten minutes of
this, I laughed as one of the women
in the back of the truck said to Neal
in Spanish, “We can’t understand a
word you are saying.” We were
definitely in the land of non-Spanish
speakers.
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