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Rafael Hernández. The air tempera-
ture in the cave was 18.5°C, and the
water temperature was 17°.

During the course of the expedi-
tion of April 2003, we finished

exploring Cueva Magna, which is
located near the village of Miguel
Hidalgo, Mpio. de San Fernando,
Chiapas. The cave was explored by
Gabriel Merino, Mauricio Náfate,
René Cifuentes, Camilo Thompson,

Gibrán Morales, Cintia Hartmann,
Aldo Espinosa, Ana Paula de la O,
Juan Carlos Franco, Juan Rendón,
and Jorge Villanueva, and it is one
of the most technical challenges our
group has faced. The exploration
took over sixty man-hours in the
cave, mainly because of its active
nature, with the stream tempera-
ture between 15 and 18 degrees
Celsius. The cave consists of a se-
ries of vertical drops from 3 to 60

meters between horizontal seg-
ments, until, upon arriving at the
Gran Galeria de los Bloques, the
stream disappears into a conical
hole that is impossible to explore
because of unstable rocks. Within
this gallery we found a large vari-
ety of fossils in the rock. On the way
back out, we explored the Galería
de los Durmientes, which is a fossil
gallery with very large stalagmites
and stalactites and various more
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