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r e g ar de d� as� t he� a bo de� of� t he� g o d� si nc e� t he� Lat e
Pos t – Cl as si c� Peri o d� ( Ri nc ó n� Ma ut ner� 1 9 9 5:
5 5 – 5 7, � 2 0 0 5: � 1 2 4 – 1 2 5 ) .

T he� r ef er e nc es� t o� s kull s� a nd� bo nes� i n� t he
r el aci ó n, � s ug g es t� t hat� t he� C ol os s al� Bri d g e� ma y
ha ve� be e n� a n� os s uar y� li ke� t he� c a ve� ne ar
C hal c at o ng o� ( Ri nc ó n� Ma ut ner� 2 0 0 5: � 1 2 1 ) . � S o me
of� t he� artif acts� l o ot e d� fr o m� t he� C ol os s al� Bri d g e
r e p ort e d� t o� t he� a ut hor� b y� l o c al� i n ha bi t a nts� at� El
Ros ari o, � P uert o� Mi xt e c o� a nd� Te pel me me� i ncl ude
s tr a nds� of� gr e e n� s t o ne� be a ds, � t ur q uoi s e� i nl ai d

wo o de n� mas ks� a nd� s hi el ds, � a nd� a n� “ es pa di t a”� or
s mall� s wor d, � per ha ps� a� mac a n a. � Mos t� of� t he
r e p orts� c oi nci de� i n� t hat� t he� l o oti ng� s e e ms� t o
ha ve� t a ke n� pl ac e� bet we e n� t he� 1 9 4 0' s� a nd� 1 9 6 0' s.
Ho we ver, � t hi s� a nd� s e ver al� ne ar by� c a ves� ar e

r e p ort e d� as� ha vi ng� be e n� us e d� as� r ef ug es� by� l o c al
i nhabit a nts� fl e ei ng� t he� vi ol e nc e� d uri ng� t he� ti me� of
t he� Me xi c a n� Re vol uti o n� ( 1 9 1 5 – 1 9 1 9) . � T her e� may
have� be e n� l o oti ng� d uri ng� t hat� ti me� peri o d� as� well,
a nd� per ha ps� e ve n� b ur ni ng� of� or g a ni c� mat eri als
f o und� o n� t he� c ave – t unnel� fl o or� as� f uel� wo o d.

Fi g. � 1 6. � Ma p� ill ustr ati ng� t he� pat h� of� i nci de nt� li g ht� a nd� t he� c ave' s� dar k� z o ne.


