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more excited by the steady draft blow-
ing out of the entrance. As I collected a
GPS waypoint, Robbie hopped down
the 2-meter Entrada Pequeña drop and
yelled up, “There’s nylon line down
here, and it’s going all over the place.
Are you coming down?”

Without helmets and kneepads and
with only two small lights among the
three of us, I left my principles on the
surface and joined Robbie and the

woman in a low sand and rubble
crawlway. We followed a spider web
of unknotted nylon lines to a decorated
room and on into a sand-floored
crawlway that eventually descended
into a larger decorated room 65 meters
from the entrance. Good-sized walking
passage continued on, ending at a de-
pressed basin in the floor in another 35
meters. Here was the “cenote,” a very
appealing sump, with crystal-clear

water encircled by thick flowstone for-
mations. The overhead stals, the flow-
stone, and the size of the sump were
more than enough to entice any sump
diver. From a black hole at the base of
the sump funnel rose a knotted cave-
diver’s guideline, ascending from the
depths. The guideline reached the
water’s surface at a small stal tie-off on
the flowstone edge of the pool, but there
was no identifying line marker. As we
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