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(April), there was only a whitish-green 
pond left outside the cave. this time 
Penelope Boston, Andrea Martín Pérez, 
Mike Spilde, and Blair Stevens were 
with me, but after sinking in grey, sticky, 
knee-deep mud, only Mike stayed 
afloat while I crawled in the possible 
leads. the cave, although small, has 
selenite, gypsum paste, ragu paste, and 
fish. (“Ragu paste” is a red corrosion 
residue, named for a resemblance to a 
spaghetti sauce.)

Cueva La Joya at la Joya Spa, ixta-
pangajoya, Chiapas, looks like a huge 
boulder separated from a cliff, accord-
ing to louise Hose. even so, it has a 
small low-H2S spring flowing from it 
and highly corroded limestone leading 
to a skylight. Due to its position close to 


