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and tense, then “the descent” is intense and risky. For these 
reasons, one tends to operate with a little anxiety, in a hurry, 
clumsy, time passes, must hurry, finish up… and that is 
exactly what should not be done. Movements must be slow 
and deliberate; otherwise it leads to agitation, hyperthermia, 
and mental confusion.

Then there are the difficulties hidden in the details, first 
of which is the accuracy that we want to obtain. The 
cave is pretty small, but it is necessary to change the level 
of “reproduction” here, as a normal survey isn’t nearly 
good enough. There is another problem. What must be 
surveyed? In Cristales, we do not know what is important. 
It is a forgotten window open onto another world, a cave 

fundamentally alien to our speleological culture. So here, 
poor surveyor, even if your hands didn’t tremble for other 
very good reasons, they would tremble in any case from 
uncertainty. You know that you have to collect far more 
information than usual, without however being sure of 
knowing how to select it and of actually being able to collect 
it.

Another very serious concern were decisions of what to 
draw into the map. Are the crystals the stuff that fill up the 
cave, or is “the cave” the one in which we pass through, that 
is, the part outside the crystals? Then there is the problem 
of the time needed in order to survey, which is very limited. 
A survey is an operation that should not be interrupted. 

Figure 1: Plan of Cueva de los Cristales.


