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By mid-expedition we’d almost 
reached a kilometer deep, the 

weather continued to be unstable, 
and our enthusiasm continued to 
grow. it was March 12, and by chance 
it was Franco Attolini’s and my turn 
to continue the exploration beyond 

–918 meters. we rigged six pitches, 
including Franco’s pendulum at 
–985, and explored to –1005 meters 
deep—without a bivouac. the water 
returned at –940 meters. we gobbled 
a snack and began the long eight-
hour climb to the surface.

that March 12 brought something 
that Mexican cavers have been 
dreaming of for years. For the first 
time we had passed the –1000-meter 
level in a cave explored by Mexican-
organized expeditions. Of the nine 
other thousand-meter-deep caves 

AMCS ACTIVITIES NEWSLETTER NUMBER 33

55

By mid-expedition we’d almost 
reached a kilometer deep, the 

weather continued to be unstable, 
and our enthusiasm continued to 
grow. it was March 12, and by chance 
it was Franco Attolini’s and my turn 
to continue the exploration beyond 

–918 meters. we rigged six pitches, 
including Franco’s pendulum at 
–985, and explored to –1005 meters 
deep—without a bivouac. the water 
returned at –940 meters. we gobbled 
a snack and began the long eight-
hour climb to the surface.

that March 12 brought something 
that Mexican cavers have been 
dreaming of for years. For the first 
time we had passed the –1000-meter 
level in a cave explored by Mexican-
organized expeditions. Of the nine 
other thousand-meter-deep caves 


