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the cave was in a beautiful area 
with huge trees. there was only 
one opening, but it quickly divided 
into two parallel fault-like passages. 
Once again, we simply did not have 
time to make a detailed map. About 
halfway down the right-hand pas-
sage, i found what appeared to be 
a pedestal. It consisted of four fist-
size stones with a dish-like stone on 
top of them. it had been placed in a 
shrine-like corner. Below the pedes-
tal was a large, elegant pot, broken 
to pieces. Although moderate in 
size, the cave was heavily decorated. 
Almost every surface was covered 
with veils, stalactites, stalagmites, 
and shark-tooth draperies. 

CUEVA RUMBO A CHANCHOPA
San Gabriel, Colima

WGS 84 18°53.814′N 103°43.544′W
elev 449 m
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cave has bad air

profile looking east

profile of left passsage looking south

CUEVA DEL VENADO
Palos Marías, Michoacán

WGS 84 13Q 0653782 2084097 elev 798 m
sketch 4 January 2011

Sirilo Varajas, Mario Villahueva, Peter Ruplinger, 
Josh Kaggie, Kent Forman

expedición Michoacán-Colima,  
diciembre 2010-enero 2011

Se exploraron y topografiaron varias cuevas en 
los alrededores de Pal Marías, Michoacán, y San 
Gabriel, Colima.


