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Mike Barragán, Aura Montiel, José 
Guerrero, and Omar Hernández in 
Cueva Cocohuastli. Omar Hernández.

our surface base camp to enter 
data into the walls program to see 
our progress, the first time on our 
expeditions we had been able to do 
this in the field.

During one of the pushes a sud-
den storm caused a new waterfall 
to form at –120 meters, prompting 
Mike, Mark, and Godoy to investi-
gate an upstream side passage. they 
climbed up a number of pitches and 
squeezed through tight, muddy 
spots. After eighteen hours and 
132 meters of ascent, they could see 
daylight through a narrow opening. 
they had found another entrance to 
the cave, and plotting it out the next 
day they found that they had added 
32 meters of depth to what was now 
Sistema ixtololo Atl.

while we were mapping the cave, 
a number of other ascending side 
passages that had strong airflow 
were identified. two of these in-
trigued me, but since they both 
required lead-climbing techniques, 
we only mapped them up to where 


