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Tepemecac lava flow
Three caves are known in this lava flow. The three of them are unitary lava tubes developed

along a single level, and without any branches, although all of them have prominent floor or
wall levees. They seem to have developed by simple roofing of a levee bounded channel. In
total, 750 meters of lava tubes were surveyed in this lava flow. A few surface collapses which do
not give access to any enterable cave were also found.

Cueva de Tepemecac. This cave has two entrances, both collapses (Figure 24). The tunnel
between the entrances is big and its floor is occupied by a lava flow transitional between A’a
and pahoehoe, with prominent wall levees, particularly on its western wall. The lower entrance
collapse almost blocks the passage, but by squeezing between the blocks a continuation of the
passage can be reached. It has a canyon-shaped cross-section with large wall levees and a floor
of A’a lava. The main passage ends in an ash and soil blockage. Twenty meters before the end is
an unexplored upper level that might give access to a continuation of the tube.

Figure 24: Plan of Cueva de Tepemecac.

31


