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Figure 39: Superposed tubes in Cueva del Árbol, with
red A’a lava lining the two lowermost tubes

Figure 40: Profile of Sistema Chimalacatepec showing skylight entrances and other features

Cueva del Árbol was surveyed to a total length of 1,480 meters, and covers a vertical extent
of 118 meters. Since it allows access to a master tube with clearly formed canyon shaped passages,
separating into superposed levels, and also gives access to smaller anastomosing overflow
tubelets, it is safe to say that it is one of the most instructive lava tubes of the area, at least from
the geomorphological and genetic point of view.

Sistema Chimalacatepec. This cave is the downflow continuation of the Master Tube seen
in Cueva del Árbol. It is a large canyon shaped passage intersected by several skylight entrances,
which were already open during activity as evidenced by the primary structures (levees, lava
linings, etc.) in them. They are called, in a downflow direction, Cueva de Tatamasquío, Cueva
de Chimalacatepec and Cueva de Iztaxiatla (Figure 40).

At the bottom of this cave, over half a kilometer from the nearest entrance, an archeological
find was made, which included over 90 different ceramic and carved rock pieces, in excellent
state of preservation, belonging to the Tlahuica culture (Vega Nova and Pelz Marín, 1994;
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