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Figure 12. Plan map of Cueva de la Herradura, with a large main passage and upper 
level braided tunnels branching from it.

Figure 13. Plan map of Cueva del Naranjo Rojo, which contains a large multilevel 
master tube and upper level braided side passages, and is incompletely mapped.

the underlying lithology, made up of 
volcaniclastic agglomerates belonging 
to the Cuernavaca Formation, which 
can be seen behind a collapsed lava 
lining (Figure 10). Cueva Redonda is 
entered through a skylight over 30 meters 
deep, which was active during activity 
as shown by levees surrounding the 
20 meter wide pit. It gives access to a 
short segment of tube which contains a 
vampire bat colony (Obispo Morgado et 
al., 2004; they incorrectly refer to it as 
Cueva Pelona). A longer upper level can 
be reached halfway down the entrance 
pitch (Figure 11).

The lowermost caves (Herradura and 
Naranjo Rojo, Figures 12 and 13), in 
reduced slopes, also contain a master 
tube of large dimensions, but are further 
complicated by the presence of upper 
level braided side passages which mark 
the originally emplaced lava tubes, one 
of which pirated the lava from the others 
as it eroded a canyon tube downwards. 
The superposed levels on the master 
tube represent growth of successive 
crusts as the lava flow gradually eroded 
its floor.
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