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rainy season a river flows through the 
cave and washes away any trash they 
throw inside.

The presence of active streams in sev-
eral of the caves is unusual. No springs 
are known except for El Descabezadero, 
at the downstream end of the lava flow, 
which gives birth to the Actopan River, 
so the water from the above caves prob-
ably resurges there (Figure 11). The 
known instances of pollution of some of 
the caves is therefore more problematic 
than usual, since those contaminants 
could easily be transported by the cave 
streams, polluting the entire Actopan 
basin.
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Figure 11. El Descabezadero, birthplace of the Río Actopan and terminus of the 
Naolinco lava flow.

Figure 10. Plan and profile of Cueva de Tengonapa


