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con un ocote iluminándose por las noches. Y en esas noches, 
ahí, todos reunidos alrededor del fuego, y los viejos relatando 
las leyendas, las mitologías, las historias. Me imaginaba yo 
ahí, escuchando y asombrándome ante un mundo que hoy 
nos es tan lejano en el tiempo.

Cueva de la Ranchería número 2
Muy cerca de la Cueva de la Ranchería localizamos otra 

cavidad que contiene algunas casas. su longitud es de 
casi 30 metros por 5 de fondo, con una orientación sureste-
noroeste. Contiene un conjunto de tres habitaciones bien 

three rooms well preserved. The largest of them is 3.7 by 
3.8 meters. Here the looters pulled down one of the walls, 
exposing a reinforcing layer of corn stalks. I was surprised 
to see these stalks in perfect conditions after hundreds of 
years.

Cueva de la Puerta
Cueva de la Puerta can be found in the middle of a side 

of the canyon, keeping its houses from the creek. Its width 
is 20 meters running north and south, it is 7 meters to its 
back, and it is about 5 meters high. It has at least seven 
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propose, Jova were one of the ancient 
groups in the Casas Grandes area and 
probably built the rooms in the caves of 
this canyon, with Cueva de la Ranchería 
as headquarters.

This is one of the caves I have liked the 
most, and I slept in it a couple of nights 
while surveying the canyon and making 
maps of the caves. During those nights I 
mentally recreated a town that was inhab-
ited eight hundred, nine hundred, or more 
years ago. How did they live? I imagined 
that everywhere in these rock shelters I saw 
Indians chatting, milling corn, saving in it 
in the granary, going to the creek for water, 
going up to second stories and the upper 
cave on ladders, making their own tools 
with stone and wood, children playing in 
the terrace, and women with their weaving. 
I imagined the older men lighting fires and 
illuminating the nights with ocote wood. 
And the nights then, all together around 
the fire, the old ones telling the legends, 
the myths, the stories. I imagined myself 
there, listening and amazed by a world 
now so far from us in time.

Cueva de la Ranchería no. 2
Very close to Cueva de la Ranchería we 

located another cave with some houses. 
Its width is almost 30 meters and its depth 
5, facing southwest. It has a structure of 

Cueva de la Ranchería no. 2

structures, and one of them had two levels, 
but the upper part is half destroyed. The 
dimensions of the biggest rooms are 3.7 
by 4.5 meters. There are clear traces on 
the roof and walls of the cavity of being 
more structures.

In one of the rooms part of the floor is 
preserved; made with very well worked 
adobe and perfectly flat and smooth, it 
gives the impression of being of cement. 
The roofs and walls of the rooms look 
black, I imagine because of the accu-
mulation of soot and ashes of many fires 
through many years. In one of the rooms 


