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figure 3.12. strUctUral pattern of el Zacatón. data processed from depthx show clear structural 
patterns in the 319-meter deep cenote of el Zacatón.  the above images show facets calculated from point cloud 
sonar data that have been color coded to show relative “flatness” of a particular plane.  The lower 200 meters of 
the cenote are almost completely rectangular with the major and minor axis oriented roughly north-south and 
east-west.  this is the same orientation as the line of cenotes in the system, and supports the hypothesis that initial 
stages of karstification were influenced by pre-existing fractures in the same orientations.  


